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A day after meeting opposition to his planning commission nominee, 3rd District Supervisor Brooks Firestone said he's considering how to proceed.

Mr. Firestone nominated Santa Ynez Valley resident Charles "CJ" Jackson to serve on the commission -- a decision that prompted almost immediate complaint from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

The Chumash leadership objected to Mr. Jackson's history as executive director of the Santa Ynez Valley Concerned Citizens, a group that has vocally opposed Chumash expansion and annexation plans. There were also concerns about potential conflict of interest. Mr. Jackson's family owns the 10,000-acre Alisal Guest Ranch in Solvang, holdings that could mean he'd have to recuse himself from some land-use discussions involving the valley.

During Tuesday's Board of Supervisors meeting, Mr. Firestone was the lone dissenting vote in a motion to delay the nomination two weeks while County Counsel Shane Stark investigates the county's potential exposure to litigation if Mr. Jackson did not recuse himself from discussions where a conflict arose.

"It was evident there was not a consensus about his appointment," Mr. Firestone said Wednesday afternoon. "I'm studying it seriously. I'm looking at all my options."

Mr. Firestone would not say whether he had asked Mr. Jackson to withdraw his interest in the position.

"We're both looking at our options," Mr. Firestone said. "Obviously there was an amount of opposition."

Though he said there are a number of people he could choose who would serve well, Mr. Firestone said he felt Mr. Jackson would exercise "good judgment" in the job.

Although issues involving the Chumash rarely go before the planning group, the tribe said Mr. Jackson's verbal history of opposition "demonstrate(s) the biased and disrespectful manner in which he has approached tribal issues in the past."

The tribe's letter of protest on the nomination to the supervisors was the only recorded opposition.

On Wednesday, Mr. Jackson said he still sees himself as a qualified candidate, and that he had looked forward to making a positive contribution.

"I felt very strongly I should not withdraw in the face of what I think is a disquieting move on the part of the tribe," he explained. "They're attempting to affect policy decisions at a level that may be inappropriate."

Mr. Jackson had said he would step down from his position with Concerned Citizens if appointed to the Planning Commission.

During Tuesday's board meeting, Mr. Stark said there is "no legal impediment that prevents Mr. Jackson from being appointed." But he did say that Mr. Jackson would need to be diligent about considering the potential effect of an issue on his family business.

"I am fully aware of the need to be diligent when you make decisions about property that you are not making decisions that may have a personal benefit to you," said Mr. Jackson, a graduate of Yale. "Part of the problem is that it can be complicated. While I don't have an ownership interest in the Alisal, it is in the family. That would necessitate that I act with integrity. Anybody stepping into that role needs to be diligent and above-board."

If his nomination is ultimately not approved by the Board of Supervisors, Mr. Jackson said he would continue is involvement in the nonprofit sector.

"Life goes on," he added.

Whoever takes over the planning seat will be the third in that post in almost as many years. It was held for a year by Mr. Firestone's assistant, David Smyser, and for 18 months prior to that by Parker Montgomery. The position covers portions of the Goleta Valley, Isla Vista, Vandenberg Village and the Santa Ynez Valley.

